
 
    

 

 

This resource guide is intended as a jumping off point for anyone who wants to learn more 

about the racial justice and equity that was part of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dream. It can 

serve as a conversation starter or a way to reflect more deeply on the society and city we 

call home. 

As we volunteer at an underserved public school in Washington, DC, let us take a few 

minutes to consider the intersection of racial equity and education. While direct service is 

crucially important we hope this guide helps you consider ways to address the structural 

inequalities that exist in our education system and larger society that disproportionately 

affect people of color.  

 

 

This guide is divided into three sections: general racial justice and equity, racial equity in the 

DC-area, and the intersection of racial equity and education. Each section is intended to help 

expand upon the work we did today at LaSalle-Backus Education Campus, located in Ward 4 

of Washington, DC. 

The titles of resources that are blue and underlined are online resources including videos, 

podcasts, and articles.  All the other resources are books that can be used to read longer 

analyses and narratives of how racism and systemic inequities have impacted the lives of 

people of color in our society.  

 

 

 



 
    

 

This section is comprised of books by thought leaders and contemporary thinkers who 
address the current state of racism, racial justice, and racial equity in America. These books 
are great places to start as you begin to critically analyze our world through a lens of racial 
and educational equity. The quotations pulled from each work are simply meant to give you 
a taste of the content and writing by each author.  
 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

“But all our phrasing—race relations, racial chasm, racial justice, racial profiling, 
white privilege, even white supremacy—serves to obscure that racism is a visceral 
experience, that it dislodges brains, blocks airways, rips muscle, extracts organs, 
cracks bones, breaks teeth. You must never look away from this. You must always 
remember that the sociology, the history, the economics, the graphs, the charts, the 
regressions all land, with great violence, upon the body.” 

 

The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace: A Brilliant Young Man Who Left Newark for the 
Ivy League by Jeff Hobbs 

“But a deeper transition affected people of color in this dazed context. Before 
course selections and extra-curricular sign-up sheets, before bags could even be 
unpacked in rooms, black students had to situate themselves within their own race. 
The process was complicated, conflicting, usually silent, highly fraught, and wholly 
invisible to their white classmates. Most of whom had never actively had to consider 
the role of race in their lives.” 

 

“Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?”: And Other Conversations 
About Race by Beverly Daniel Tatum, Ph.D. 

“It is important to understand that the system of advantage is perpetuated when we 
do not acknowledge its existence.” 

 



 
    

 

The District has a storied history of race relations between African Americans and their 
white neighbors and is a microcosm for race relations in urban America. This section of the 
resource guide can help you learn more about the distant and not-so-distant history of 
Washington, DC. 
 

Chocolate City: A History of Race and Democracy in the Nation’s Capital by Chris Myers 
Asch and George Derek Musgrove 

Tracing D.C.'s massive transformations--from a sparsely inhabited plantation society 
into a diverse metropolis, from a center of the slave trade to the nation's first black-
majority city, from "Chocolate City" to "Latte City"--Asch and Musgrove offer an 
engaging narrative peppered with unforgettable characters, a history of deep racial 
division but also one of hope, resilience, and interracial cooperation. 
 

How segregation shaped DC’s northernmost ward by Sarah Jane Shoenfeld 

“By establishing certain neighborhoods as exclusively white and confining African 
Americans to other areas, racial covenants laid the groundwork for local and federal 
housing policies that institutionalized spatial segregation.” 
 

Schools in the Nation’s Capital Are Embarrassingly Segregated by Rebecca Klein 

“Racially mixed schools are proven to benefit both white students and students of 
color. These institutions improve achievement rates for students of color, and play a 
role in fostering tolerance by promoting interracial relationships. Previous studies 
showed that after attending desegregated schools, black students attained higher 
earnings and better health outcomes ― while white students who went to 
desegregated schools did not show any disadvantages.” 
 

What Date on the Racial Divide in Schools Says about the Washington Region by Jenny 
Abamu 

“There are many factors that can lead to racial divides, but the policies the two 
districts have in place related to discipline could be one reason behind the dramatic 
differences in outcomes.” 
 

 

 

 

https://ggwash.org/view/66049/2017s-greatest-hits-how-segregation-shaped-dcs-northernmost-ward
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/washington-dc-segregation_us_589b97dee4b09bd304bfe392?section=us_black-voices&ncid=fcbklnkushpmg00000047
https://wamu.org/story/18/10/18/data-racial-divide-schools-says-washington-region/


 
    

 

School is a transformative experience, but not all schools are created equal. This section of 
the resource guide is intended to examine and take a deeper look at how different school 
systems impact different groups of youth. 

 

America to Me: A Conversation around Race and Equity in Public Schools by Education 
Forward DC 

“One of Education Forward DC’s four core values is disrupting patterns of racial 
inequity. We cannot achieve our mission of ensuring that every student in DC has 
access to a high-quality, equitable public school without addressing racial injustice in 
our community and schools. We prioritize support for leaders of color, but we also 
recognize that resources alone are not enough to create truly equitable schools in 
our city. As a community we must create opportunities for honest dialogue to move 
toward an education system that does not perpetuate racial injustice or discriminate 
in opportunities provided to students to achieve education, career and life goals.  
 

Re-Weaving the Social Fabric through Integrated Schools: How Intergroup Contact 
Prepares Youth to Thrive in a Multiracial Society by Linda R. Tropp and Suchi Saxena 

“Schools remain one of the few social institutions that have the potential to bring 
youth together across racial and ethnic lines. New social science research 
demonstrates the importance of fostering sustained interracial contact between 
youth in order to prepare them to thrive in a multiracial society. This brief aims to 
summarize much of this new evidence, with special attention to its practical 
implications for the social relations and contexts within schools.” 

Unequal Opportunity: Race and Education by Linda Darling-Hammond, Brookings 

“Educational experiences for minority students have continued to be substantially 
separate and unequal. Two-thirds of minority students still attend schools that are 
predominantly minority, most of them located in central cities and funded well 
below those in neighboring suburban districts.” 

 

Yes We Can: Telling Truths and Dispelling Myths About Race and Education in America by 
Ed Trust 

“This report examines the educational practices and policies that have raised 
academic achievement for low-income and minority students, and offers compelling 
evidence that children of color excel in school when given the right teaching, right 
classes and right support.” 

http://edforwarddc.org/america-to-me-a-conversation-around-race-and-equity-in-public-schools/
https://school-diversity.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NCSD_Brief13.pdf
https://school-diversity.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NCSD_Brief13.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/unequal-opportunity-race-and-education/
https://edtrust.org/resource/yes-we-can-telling-truths-and-dispelling-myths-about-race-and-education-in-america/

